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The SKEP network brings together 26 key national research funders in 18 countries to
generate scientific knowledge in collaboration to support environmental protection.

Our objective is to facilitate the improvement of science into policy processes,

and support evidence-led modern regulation

through collaborative calls for research.

We are currently funded by the Commission’s

6th Framework Programme (FP6).

An innovative web-based information system? allows
users to input, share and examine our network’s
research portfolio between 2004-09, worth in excess
of €500 million. Users can easily search the on-line
system using keywords and data analysis tools that
allow results to be viewed graphically as charts and
as ‘topic maps’ (see Figure 1). The information
system is dynamic and may be updated remotely by
network members, allowing them to share up to date
research information.

At the same time a pioneering classification system
was developed? to provide an overview of presently
funded research. The Environmental Regulatory
Research Classification System, ERRCS was based
on the widely used DPSIR, ‘Driving forces, Pressures,
States, Impacts and Responses’ approach?3. Building
on this we obtained a relative ranking of future
priority (P), relative research cost (C) versus

current spend for each area of research per
organisation. This allowed users to identify areas

of research duplication, gaps and potential priority
topics for future funding by individual organisations

and in collaboration. The results can be demonstrated

graphically through ‘bull’s eye plots’ (see Figure 1).

1 SKEP ERA-NET Deliverable D2.1, Web-based information tool

2 SKEP ERA-NET Deliverable D2.2, Portfolio analysis of research programmes €/

Figure 1: Examples of knowledge management tools

The database and classification system provide an
invaluable opportunity for research programming
staff and programme boards to understand how
their research priorities and spending compare
across Europe and identify areas for potential
individual and pan-European research collaboration.

3 See, ‘How we reason’, European Environment Agency: http://www.eea.europa.eu/documents/brochure/brochure_reason.html ==
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